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turn Jit , Comet Am liunc die 8 mine k nobis hie Gedani alt i mil m 
ejfe deprehenfum , & non niji per 12 dies , nimirum a 
27 Aprilis ad 8 Maii in Carlo fuljtjfe ; qrtanquam, med opinions , 
tnulto citius detegi potuijfet , (t cesium nobis annuiffet: Ctlm circa 
Pifcem Boretitn, Andromeda adhuc verfaretur 3 pariter longe 
diutiits confpe&us fuijjct , ft cur [am fuum motu retrogrado tnflitu - 
ijfet ; 'vertlm cum indies motu diretlo Solem verfth latus fuertt,& 
in ConjunClione Solis fere continue hit ferity baud pottsit amp litis vi- 
dtri, Atque heec funt 9 Amice honorAnde.qtta hdc viccjudiori modo, 
de hoc Comet d IduJlriJ).Regies Noftne Societati,cum omnigena feli¬ 
citates votOyfignificarefubmiffe volui. Quid Vos in Anglil, vet alii 
in Gall;;! dr italic, de hocce Cometd annotaftis/urfus k leavidijji- 
me,prima occajione, expeffo. 

Dabam Gedani Anno 1 677. die 13 Maii , ft.n. 

Mr. FlamfteadV account of his Obfervations of the late Comet , 
lent in a Letter to the publifhcr , Greemvich,M<ir 18. 1677. 
SIR, ' 

I Have this day received a Note from Sr. Jonas Moore, in 
which he informs me, that you have received Papers con¬ 
cerning the late Comet both from Mr. tiepelius and Mr .Caffini, 
and that you defire to know what I obferved of it. I am glad 
to hear you have accounts of it from two fuch able perfons, 
who having obferved and made theories for the Comets which 
appeared near the fame place twice of late at twelve years in¬ 
terval, viz in 1653, and 1665, may belt: inform us, what 
conformity there is betwixt the Motions of this and them, and 
whether it may probably be the fame returned hither after two 
revolutionsjor another: My Obfervations of it.by reafonof 
our cloudy Nights, were fo few, that I can determine nothing 
from them ; however perhaps they may be of ufe to others, 
who bad more frequent opportunities, and therefore fuch as 
they are, they are at your fervice. 

Thefirft time that the Comet was taken notice of with us,that 
I can hear of, was about the middle of our Eajler week ; I be¬ 
lieve it might have been obferved long before, had not the un¬ 
wonted cloudinefs of our Heavens (which has permitted me to 
obferve but 4 of almofi: 50 appulfes of the Moon and Planets 
to fixed Stars forefeen hitherto) prevented. The firft certain 
notice I had of it wason April 2t. I waited the rifing of the 
Cornetj but immediately after midnight the Heavens were over- 
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fpread with Clouds and continued fo till Sun-rife* next Morn¬ 
ing, preventing roe of my defires. The next Night April 22. I 
aga in waited for its rifing, the Heavens being now exceeding 
ferene and clear: at about 2 a Clock after the Midnight fol¬ 
lowing I fawthe Tad raifed aimoft perpendicular to the Ho¬ 
rizon 5. foon after the Head appeared through a thin vapor, 
from which the Tail pointed as near , as I could guefs, upon 
the* in \\&knee of Cajjlcpea, its length being about 6 degrees, 
and breadth at the top about 7 or 8 minutes.Viewing the Head 
with a Telefcope of 16 foot,l foynd it was not perfeflly round, 
but i ndented,and not near one minute diameter. Afterwards f 
hailed to meafure its diftances from feveral fixed Stars, which 
were as follow; 

April 22. 

h- . „ , o , 

14.44,00 its head and the foot of Andrew. dlanoA 1,26. 
47,15 that diftance repeated ir.26.50 

55,©3 its head from Capella 31.01.15 

59.ro — -— ■ » -• repeated 3r.0r.24 

15,12.02 its head from Algol in Mcdufa’s 8.16.5 4 

21,22 - —— from Minch 19.35. 

27.54 from AUmech again 11.33.30 

15.36.20 -—•—« from Capella. again 3 °- 59.45 

At h, r 5. a 1 £• p.m.the height of the Comet was abour degr. 
therefore thediftance of the bead of the.Comet from Algol cor¬ 
rect by refra&ion,-8° 19' 

fro m Mir acb, —-19 37 

And admitting with Mr. Hevelius the place of Mir ash now in V 
21 0 40' 34", with North latitude 25° 57*, its difiance from 
jilgol will be 23° 42* 40", and thep'ace of the Head of the 
Comet in V 14 0 485-, with North latitude 17 0 ©S'. 

At I5 11 28' l fiate the correft difiance of the Comets head 
from Capelin 3 r° oo', from Alameck. r i° 4®' ; and therefore irs 
true place in V 14° 50'-', with North latitude 17° o6‘ 25", 
agreeing very well with the place derived from the former di- 
ftances from two other and different Stars. 

The Ta.il was not, it feems, direflly oppofite to the Sun, for 
the Suns place was now # 30° 07*; but the Comet being in 
i4°47*of the fame Sign, that is i° 40' in confequence of the 
Sun, the-Tail ought, if it had been exaftly oppofite to the Sun, 
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to have Iain in confequence of the head; but the knee of Caf- 
fiopea is now in o 13° 24.'in antecedence of the Comet, whofe 
Tail lay not therefore in confequence, but in antecedence of 
the line pading through its head and the Sun, at about an angle 
of 10 degrees. 

Next Night, being that following the 2 3 of April , I a- 
gain waited for the Comets rifing ; but the Heavens were thick 
of fcattered Clouds, and mod where the Comet rofe, fo that I 
a'moft defpaired offering it; till about |-of an hour after two 
I faw its Tail,which appeared much Ihorter than laft morning 
through a break of the Clouds ■ which foon after opening 
wider I faw the head too,and hading I meafured its diftance. 
April 23 at 14 h 51 1 pm from Minch 2i°o9 ! ‘ but before I 
could get the plain of the Sextant to Algol, t he Clouds came o- 
ver the Comet again,and I could fee it no more. 

Hence, and from a courfe Obfervation of it fent me by an 
ingenious Friend, I found its motion was direft, and its lati¬ 
tude decreafing. I hoped neverthelefs I might fee it again in 
the Evenings following, and waited for it; but though they 
proved fometimes clear 1 could never find it, and 1 believed, 
that henceforward to us it would beunobfervable. 


An Account of fotne Books: 

I. The Natural Hiftory of OXFORDSHIRE, being an Ejfay 
toward the Natural Hiftory of ENGLAND : By Robert 
Plot, L L. D. Erinted at the Theater in Oxford, 16 7 7 jn-fol. 

T He w'orthy and learned Author of this Work, having very 
generoufly undertaken to make a fuller and drifter fur- 
vey of the Natural and Artificial things of England, than hath 
been made hitherto, and being induced to this undertaking by 
the confideration of advancing thereby both the knowledge of 
Nature, and the bufinefs of Trade; hath begun to execute this 
Noble defignby giving us a very particular account of what 
occurred to him, for the moft part upon his own perfona! 
enquiry, in Oxfordshire. An attempt fo confiderable, that if it 
were purfued by fit perfons all over the World with care, 
judgment and diligence, would in time produce a juft Hiftory 
of Nature, and furnilh both the Philofopher with good Mate¬ 
rials to work with,and generally all forts of men with the plea- 
fant and ufeful knowledge of the riches and wonders of the 
World. 
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